Gosforth Park First School
Together we make o difference

www.gosforthpark.newcastle.sch.uk

It was lovely to welcome our New Reception
parents into school on Wednesday evening
with lots of familiar faces who already have
children in school. Huge thanks to the staff
team and to our fantastic chef who had
nibbles prepared!

We’re looking forward to our New Nursery
evening next week.

Please check out this week’s top 10 Top Tips
which have a focus on building school ready
language skills.

Bikes and Scooters

It’s been lovely to see so many bikes and
scooters in school.
Please remember to dismount any bikes or

scooters at the main gate near the car park
and walk them on to the school site. I have
been approached by parents, grandparents and
staff who have encountered near misses on the
paths in the school site. Please pass on the
message to any other adults with drop
off/collection duties and to older siblings.

Huge well done and thanks to everyone who
does walk their wheels sensibly on to site —
you're doing a great job!

Thanks

Mrs Lamb
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Magic of the Movies

NEWCASTLE
MUSIC SERVICE

KS2
Big Gig 2026

Friday 19" June

Next Friday, KS2 pupils will be taking part in
an unforgettable celebration of music -
featuring ten iconic songs from beloved films,
specially arranged for beginner
instrumentalists and singers. Accompanied
by a live band and starring a cast of over
1,200 young musicians from school across
Newcastle.

Your children have been learning to perform
the songs on their ukeleles during weekly

instrument tuition sessions.

We will leave school at 11am and return
before the end of the school day. Please
remember that all children will need to bring

a packed lunch and water bottle.

If you have not already, please give consent

via ParentPay.

Many thanks!
Mr Patterson


http://www.gosforthpark.newcastle.sch.uk/

Y1 Phonics Screening
Check

Well done to our Year 1 pupils who have
completed their phonics screening check at
school this week. Miss Pope was very
impressed with your reading! We will let you
know your child’s result when these have
been confirmed

Many thanks

Mr Patterson

PTFA Meeting

Our next PTFA meeting will now take place
on Monday 15 June at 6.15pm in the
community room.

These meetings are open to all parents, and it
would be lovely to welcome anyone new who
has time to contribute to the school.

We look forward to seeing you then!

PTFA
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Summer Fayre & BBQ
Monday 13" July 3:30pm

This year’s PTFA Summer Fayre + BBQ will
be held on Monday 13th July after school.
Save the date!

Many thanks
Mrs Lamb & the PTFA

Sports Week 2026

Monday 22" - Friday 26" June

Our annual sports week Ricks off on Monday

22" June for an active 5 days of fun!

Children from Nursery to Year 4 are invited
to wear appropriate sportswear and
trainers all week as we take part in a variety

of exciting activities, including:

o ‘Sports around the World’
Skip4Fit
Handball with Marlen Goulty
Football with Graeme Doyle
Rugby Minis

Hoopstarz

We are also welcoming our families into

school for your child’s sports days:

Year 1: Tuesday 16™ June at 2:00 - 3:15
KS2: Monday 22* June at 2:15 — 3:15
Nursery: Wednesday 24™ June 9:15 — 10:15
Reception: Friday 26" June 9:15 - 10:15
Year 2: Friday 26™ June 2:15 - 3:15

Please arrive promptly as gates will close 5
minutes after start time and there will be no
access via the main office.

Please also ensure that your child has a water
bottle, sunhat and suncream applied next
week.

Many thanks!

Mr Guest




A message from The Children’s Commissioner
for England, Dame Rachel de Souza:

“For the first time, hundreds of thousands of
children will be eligible to vote in the next
general election at age 16, the biggest
change to the franchise in half a century —
yet just one in five children say politicians
listen to them.

That’s why I’'m doing my final survey, 7he Big
Future, to talk to a million children, to listen
to them. And to find out about what it’s like
to be a child today.

| am asking children about the changes they
want to see in their communities, their
biggest concerns, and their hopes for the
future. More than anything, | want to know
what they think a good childhood should
look like, now and in the future.”

Children, or adults on tier behalf can fill in
the survey here:
http://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.
uk/thebigfuture.

Congratulations to James, Rory, Joey, Toby,

Josh, Max and Elliot from Year 1 who were
awarded with trophies at the weekend for
their fantastic football skills at Red House
Farm FC. We can’t wait to see how they
develop playing in the U7 league in
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Robinwood has been booked for our current
Year 3 children from 10th to 12th March
2027. Keep an eye out on Parent Pay for

September!

more information regarding costs and
payment plans.

We know your time is valuable, so we have
arranged a short information session from
1:30-2:00pm on Monday 22nd June. This
will take place in the Wraparound Hall just
before KS2 Sports Day, allowing you easy
access to the field for the afternoon’s events.
Thanks

Mrs Lamb



http://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/thebigfuture
http://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/thebigfuture

Year 4 Transition Information

As we look forward to our final half term, below is a useful guide to all the transition events
that will be happening to prepare our Year 4s for moving up to middle school:

Transition Information 2025-26

GEMS Teachers Visit

Tuesday 16th June

Before we head across to our new school,
some of the Year 5 teachers will come to
visit us! This will give our children a chance
to get to know the staff and to ask them
questions.

Buddy Letters

Tuesday 16th June

A lovely way to learn a bit more about
their new school! Our old friends (ex-
GPFS pupils) write to our Year 4 cohort
to tell them all about Year 5 and to
buddy them up if they ever feel a bit
lost.

Transition Days

8, at 10" July

Year 4 children will have 3 full days at
their Middle School. They will find out who
their teacher and classmates will be for
Year 5. A member of the GPFS team will
stay at GEMS all day on Wednesday in
case our children need a familiar face.

Leaver’s Video

Monday 6" July - filming

Children will have the opportunity to
take part in our leaver’s video to give
them a lasting memory of their time at
Gosforth Park to share with their family
and Reep forever.

SEMH Transition Preparation

Weekly sessions for 4 weeks

Helen and Amanda from Newcastle SEMH
team will be working with a small group of
pupils who require additional preparation
for their transition to Middle School.

Parents Meeting at GEMS
Wednesday 8th July at épm

This meeting will give you a chance to
find out more about Gosforth East. Mr
Adcock, Miss Wilson and Mrs Armstrong
will talk about life at GEMS and class
teachers will also be attending.

Leaver’s Assembly

Thursday 16th July Zpm

Our annual leaver’s assembly is our way of
giving your children the GPFS ending they
deserve! We invite our Year 4 families to
join us for your child’s performance and
presentations.

Shirt Signing

Friday 17th July

Everyone’s favourite rite of passage!
Children are encouraged to bring in an
old GPFS t-shirt for their teachers and
friends to sign.

Useful Contact Information

Mrs Wilson (Year 5 Lead)
anna.wilson@gosfortheast.newcastle.sch.uk
0191 2855445

Mrs Armstrong (SENCO)

emma.armstrong@gosfortheast.newcastle.sch.uk
0191 2855445

Please also keep an eye out for any communication with GEMS about additional events or
information.

If you have any questions in the meantime, please do not hesitate to contact Mr Hindess, Miss
Bell or Mr Guest




Y2

Voices in Colour

Year 2 parents,

I am delighted to let you know that we will
be performing at the Civic Centre for the
annual ‘Voices in Colour’ concert on Monday
13** July at 11-12. We will be going up on
stage to be the lead school for the songs
‘Golden’ and ‘We Will Rock You'.

Below is information on where and when the
concert is, ticket information is here. Make
sure you select the correct performance time!

www.ticketsource.co.uk/newcastlemusicservice.
The songs are centred around the different

zones of regulation.

Information and consent will be on ParentPay
soon.

Thank you,

Mr Patterson

THE VOICES
N COLOU‘R
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THE VOICES IN COLOUR

Monday 13 July 2026
11:00-12:00
Banqueting Hall,
Newcastle Civic Centre

Join children from Gosforth Park
First, Central Walker CofE
Primary, Welbeck Academy and
South Gosforth First as they sing
their way through the Zones of
Regulation, linking the universal
language of music with emotion
to promote positive mental
health in an uplifting
concert celebration!

@NEWCASTLE
%'~ MUSIC SERVICE

A SEY.‘!rj s_ERytce@; ‘@

www.ticketsource.co.uk/newcastlemusicservice

TICKETS £6 EACH

Birty’s Brigade
Hello friends and supporters, I'm pleased to
announce that Birty's Brigade is organising
our 4th Charity Quiz Night on FRIDAY 7th
AUGUST. We're hoping for some good
weather so we can open up the doors! We
have another splendid collection of raffle
prizes, so fill your shorts’ pockets with loot
and come and enjoy a warm summer
evening's fun for a great cause! There will be
a tinge of sadness as this will be the first of
our quizzes where Birty's Mum, Liana, will no

longer be with us.

Hope to see you on the night. And phone a
friend - but not on the night!

Birty’s 4th Charity Quiz Night
. ® ==
Friday 7th August

7.00pm arrival
(Quiz starts at 7.30pm)

Northern Football Club C
McCracken Park, Gosforth, .

Newcastle Upon Tyne, NE3 2DT

menx,
£10 per
Book early to avoid brain
disappointment!

Text or phone Philip
(Birty’s Dad) on
07854324963 or
purchase on the door

Please bring some
cash for our raffle -
GREAT PRIZES

TO BE WON!

Inmemory of lan ‘Birty’ Birtwistle
Event arranged by “Birty’s Brigade” *



http://www.ticketsource.co.uk/newcastlemusicservice.
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Reception

Beach Trip

Thursday 18th June
As an exciting addition to our trips offer this
year, Reception will be visiting Whitley Bay
beach next week, as part of their Under the
Sea topic.
Please give consent via ParentPay if you
have not already
Many thanks
The Reception team

Y2 Alnwick Castle

On Tuesday 30th June, Year Two will be
visiting Alnwick Castle as part of our Kings,
Queens and Castles History Topic.

Children will have a chance to explore
Alnwick Castle with their class, take part in a

Castle Life lesson and learn about defences in

an exciting ‘Storming the Barbican’ workshop.

Children will need:

A water bottle

Suitable outdoor footwear with full school
uniform

Warm, waterproof jacket/coat or suncream
applied (depending on weather forecast)
Keep an eye out for an email from ParentPay

with more information.
Mr Hindess

This week in OPAL we have been getting
creative with our small world toys and
building amazing constructions with our den
building equipment. It has been lovely to see
all of your imaginative ideas. Our OPAL
cadets have chosen Miss Bell’s class to win
the Golden Welly, because they build such
amazing constructions, and always help to
tidy well too. Well done year 4’s!

Ms Gasper
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HealthySchools

Newcastle CleanAirDay

Next Thursday is Clean Air Day. In school we
continue to educate our children about caring for
the environment and our own health, and
learning about pollution in our area plays a part
in this. You may have noticed that weather
forecasters now often include pollution levels in
their broadcasts as no level of pollution is
considered safe. When it reaches moderate
levels, people with existing heart and lung
conditions need to be careful with exercise
outdoors and when it gets to a higher level, the
general population may notice a sore throat,
itchy eyes and asthma sufferers will need to use
their inhalers more often. Reducing the number
of cars on the road is one of the best ways we
can contribute to reducing air pollution. 25% of
journeys in the UK are under 2 miles and most of
us live within 1T mile of school so we can
definitely make an impact if we all attempt to
make more journeys by active travel (walking,
biking, scooting).

Mrs Wells




Well done to all our Year 4s who sat the
MTC last week and this week! We are very
proud of you all. Make sure to keep
practicing to keep your fluency ready for Year
5. Well done to Violet C who became a
Rock Legend this week and Noah M who
became a Rock Star — both amazing
achievements in Year 3.

My class are the most active class this week!
Great work everyone who has been using
challenge mode this week we have had lots of
100% accuracy results.

Our top coin earners were:

Miss Coughlan — Tom F

Miss Parsons-Munn — Sophie S

Miss Pope — Hazel T

Mr Edwards — Sean O

Miss Tate — Hugo S

Mr Patterson — Martha H

Mr Hindess and Mrs Armstrong — Hugo H
Mr Guest — Brooke H

Miss Bell - Darcy C

Well done, Miss Pope.

Attendance

Our whole school attendance to date this
academic year is 96.6% Lets try and make it
to our target of 97% before the end of the
academic year!

Our classes of the week this week are Y1
Miss Pope with 97.5% and Y3 Mr
Hindess & Mrs Armstrong with 97.2%

Well done everyone!
Mrs Lamb

Pre-Loved Uniform

We have updated our pre-loved uniform
requirements slightly due to low-demand for
older or grey items:

OFFICIAL SCHOOL
JUMPERS/HOODIES

OLD LOGO OR NON-
BRANDED ITEMS

OFFICIAL SCHOOL
CARIGANS

TROUSERS/SHORTS

OFFICIAL SCHOOL
POLOS

PINAFORES/SKIRTS

GIRLS CHECKED SHOES
DRESSES

SCHOOL BAG (NEW DAMAGED, MARKED OR

STYLE) STAINED CLOTHING

Items are sold from 1 Park Drive, Melton
Park NE3 5QB, with a drop off box in front
of the garage. drop off items on the list that
can be resold.

Please REMEMBER items must not be marked
as they are unable to be sold on. You can
text me Natasha Davy (Parent) on
07736276653.

This is the pre-loved uniform drop off area in
the main entrance to help us to reuse, recycle
and re-love uniform for the benefit of our

children and community.




Gosforth Park First School

Term and Holiday Dates School Year 2026 - 2027

Spring Summer
Term Term

Additional school closures due to staff training:

Tuesday 1** September 2026
Friday 23™ October 2026
Monday 7'" June 2027

The following Autumn Term begins Monday 6% September 2027
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RAINBOW

w2/ Rainbow Wrapaound

Bookings must be made during the booking window which opens on the 10™ of each month and
closes on the 20™ of each month, for the following month.

Booking opens Booking closes
12 noon 12 noon
October bookings September 10™ September 20"
November bookings | October 10" October 20"
December booking | November 10" November 20™
January bookings December 3™ December 17t
February bookings |January 10" January 20*
March bookings February 10" February 20
April bookings March 10% March 20%
May bookings April 10™ April 20"

June bookings May 10" May 20*
July bookings June 10th June 20"

Parents must make their own bookings on the school cloud system. The only exception to this is
families using vouchers. If you are emailing dates for voucher bookings, you must include

e Your child’s name
e The day and date
e The sessions required (breakfast, until 5pm, until 6pm).
If you would like to, you can book sessions in advance for the entire school year.
If you do wish to book the same sessions for the entire school year, please email Mrs Carrick

at wraparound@gosforthpark.newcastle.sch.uk

Block bookings can only be made via email or through school cloud (not text message).

Please email wraparound@gosforthpark.newcastle.sch.uk for any wraparound queries, NOT
the admin inbox or Mrs Carrick directly, as this will delay any response and may result
in you missing the booking window.

Please ensure all block bookings are made/requested before the booking window
closes. We cannot quarantee any block bookings after this date.

If you have any queries, please do not hesitate to get in touch.

Thanks

Mrs Carrick

wraparound@gosforthpark.newcastle.sch.uk



mailto:wraparound@gosforthpark.newcastle.sch.uk
mailto:wraparound@gosforthpark.newcastle.sch.uk
mailto:wraparound@gosforthpark.newcastle.sch.uk

Get Creative Dance

-~  Summer
: \\\ School
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Dance summer
school for young

people aged 7-16 A AP _\\ o

CREAT

Tuesday 18th - Friday 21st August,

9.30am-3pm

£130 per place early bird until 1 June,

£140 thereafter. Timetable

Tuesday Street Dance day

Wednesday Musical Theatra day
RS o
Theatre

Friday Get Craative day
EVERY DAY Ering the Energy.
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Summer Slam!

Thu 6 Aug, 10am-3pm, 6-11 years
Fri 7 Aug, 10am-3pm, 12-18 years

£30 per day early bird (until 1 June), £35 thereafter

Our ever-popular Gaming Social (every Tuesday night during term time - check it
out!) is taking a break from its summer holidays for two packed days of console
gaming, exhilarating games and loads of fun.

Play old favourites, enjoy new ones, take part in competitions and make friends!




THE BIG GIG 2026
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|Magic of the Movies]

NEWCASTLE
MUSIC SERVICE

Join us for an unforgettable celebration of Make Music Day — featuring ten iconic
songs from beloved films, specially arranged for beginner instrumentalists and singers.
Accompanied by a live band and starring a cast of over 1,200 young musicians,
this is a red carpet event you won‘t want to miss!

BUY TICKETS HERE! -

www.ticketsource.co.uk/newcastlemusicservice

| #* | ARTS COUNCIL
' ENGLAND




ENGLAND
HANDBALL

Newcastle Vikings Handball
invites new players to come
and play some matches '
and fun games

AGES 4-15

£ O

TO 800K A PLACE b
EmAIL: <
NEWCASTLEVIKINGS@GMAIL.CO

Heosy & har




At The National College, our WakeUpWednesday guides empower and equip parents, carers and educators with the confidence and practical skills to be able to have informed and
age-appropriate conversations with children about online safety, mental health and wellbeing, and climate change. For further guides, hints and tips, please visit nationalcollege.com.

10TopTipsifor; Parents!and|Educators

BUILDING SCHOOL-READY
LANGUAGE SKILLS

Oral language is fundamental to children’s learning, literacy, and social and emotional development, with long-term
impacts. As language develops rapidly between the ages of three and six, early, evidence-based support is essential. This
guide offers practical ways to help the children in your care become confident communicators, including through proven

approaches such as the DfE-funded NELI programmes available to settings in England.

1 BUILD ORAL LANGUAGE ' | 6 WORK WITH SETTINGS (

Support children to use language, not just hear it. > Strong communication between home and the

Give them the time to talk, respond, ask questions, i nursery, school, or early years setting can help children
and share their ideas. Everyday conversations, shared feel more confident and supported. Parents can visit the
activities, and reading together help children practise setting with their child before they start, helping them
both speaking and listening. At nursery or school, - become familiar with the environment and key adults.
programmes such as NELI can help build their -~ \ Educators can share relevant information with families
vocabulary, storytelling, attention, and listening skills, A g and colleagues, so each child’s needs are understood.
helping children grow in confidence as communicators. \ — Newsletters can also help families continue language

learning at home.
AR \
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5C SUPPORT LISTENING (RN

- Help children to listen and follow simple instructions
during everyday routines. Break instructions down
into short, manageable steps and check their
understanding. For example, say, "Please put your coat
on,” rather than giving them several instructions at once.
Strong listening skills support learning, attention, and
participation at school.
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3 GROW THEIR VOCABULARY = DENERERSEDE R O'i‘
Prioritise language and literacy approaches

Talk with children about the world around them, » that are underpinned by robust research

naming objects, actions, and feelings. Use a wide i evidence. Evidence-based programmes help

range of words during everyday activities such as ) ensure children receive support thatis more

shopping, cooking, and playing. Repeating and 4 ¢ — likely to make a meaningful difference. The Education

explaining new words help children understand i - . S A ‘ Endowment Foundation (EEF) provides guidance on the

and use vocabulary more confidently, supporting o strength of evidence behind different strategies,

their comprehension and communication. y ‘ ) supporting informed decision-making and effective use
of school time and resources.

Bl e / A A e e
4 SHARE STORIES TOGETHER T o MEETINDIVIDUAL {4,
Read storybooks together regularly and talk about

NEEDS
characters, events, and illustrations. Ask simple 4
questions such as “What's happening here?” and y Settings can use evidence-based assessment tools
validate children’s responses with positive feedback. 4 to understand children’s language skills and identify
Acting out stories together, asking open questions, and ) where support may be needed. These tools support
giving children the chance to be the storyteller can all P SEND reforms, and strengthen whole-setting language

support their narrative skills and confidence. 5 development, helping children receive support that
reflects their individual communication needs.

5 NAME DIFFERENT FEELINGS M 10 TAKE PART IN RESEARCH

Help children learn to express themselves by Research trials can give schools, early years

talking about different feelings and naming them \ settings, and families a valuable opportunity to

clearly, such as happy, sad, or angry. Visuals and role N contribute to evidence construction and future \
play can support their understanding of this. Being able R\ policy. Parents may be asked to give consent, share

to express their feelings verbally helps children build . feedback, or support activities at home, while educators
positive relationships with adults and peers, reduces A\ help deliver and monitor approaches in practice. The EEF

frustration, and supports their social development as often has trials that settings can join, including
they prepare for school. whole-class oral language programmes designed to

support children’s communication development.

Children develop their language and communication
skills at different rates, so early conversations between
home and settings are important. If parents have
concerns, they should speak to their child’s nursery,
school, or early years setting. Educators can use tools
such as LanguagesScreen, included in the NELI
programmes, to build a profile of a child’s speaking and
listening skills and help identify suitable support.
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Meet OQur Expert

OxEd is a University of Oxford spinout company specialising in early language and 3 . g
literacy assessment and intervention. They are the delivery team for the Nuffield Early \ : NGtIOhCIl
Language Intervention (NELI) programme in reception, funded by the Department for y
Education for schools in England, and for NELI Preschool, which supports nurseries to
strengthen children’s early language development through evidence-based practice.
o T SRR W
See full referencelistionlourywebsite
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Users of this guide do so at their own discretion. No liability is entered into. Current as of the date of release: 03.06.2026




