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To our GPFS 
Community 

 

Wow – what an incredible, joy-filled 
couple of weeks! 
 
A huge well done to our amazing children, 
who absolutely shone in their nativity 
performances. It was wonderful to see them 
up on stage having such a great time. These 
performances truly showcased confidence, 
creativity, community, and challenge. 
 
It’s been lovely to see the progress the 
children have made since this time last year—
the way they support their friends on stage, 
and their growing confidence whether singing, 
dancing, acting, or narrating. And what a 
fantastic way for our whole community to 
come together and celebrate the children! 
 
A heartfelt thank you to our entire staff 
team for making these shows possible: 
 

• To Mr Brown for putting up the stage 
and making sure Ernie the Urn was 
ready. 

• To our office staff for organising 
events and lists. 

• To our incredible teaching and support 
team for all the hard work behind the 
scenes. 

• And to our cleaning staff for tackling 
all that glitter and glue! 

 
Thank you also to our kitchen and 
lunchtime team for a wonderful Christmas 
Dinner day. 
 
A huge shout-out to our PTFA members 
for everything you’ve done—sorting hampers, 
tickets, teas/coffees, raffle prizes, grotto 
presents, Christmas Eve bags, wreath making, 
party snacks, and even arranging for the 
main man himself to visit! 

And of course, thank you to Santa for 
giving up so much of his time during the 
busiest season of all! 
 
Finally, thank you to parents, 
grandparents, and our wider family 
members for your support—and for giving 
us such an amazing bunch of children to work 
with. 
 

 
The PTFA AGM will be held on Tuesday 
27th January at 6:15pm in the community 
room.  We hope you can join us! 

Theatre Trip 
 

 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Spring Topics 
Our topics for next half term are below: 

Reception – Super Heroes! 
Superheroes inspires, excites and  
engages all of our young learners.  
Children are now enjoying achieving  
what they set out to do and learning to persevere 
to complete more complex teacher-led challenges. 
We also learn about the lives of real life 
superheroes and their important roles within our 
community. 
 

Year 1 - Pole to Pole 

After focusing on the geography of our own 
locality, Pole-to-Pole takes us on a journey 
around the world! Children will be studying 
the geography of different continents  
and oceans and relating hot and  
cold areas to their distance from  
the equator.  
 

Year 2 – Home and Away 
Home and Away delves deeper into the 
Geography of our wider world. Year 2 
children take a closer look at our locality and 
begin to compare this to life in Brazil (much 
closer to the equator!) We begin to name 
some of the climates that are found around 
the world. 
 

KS2 – Hola! 
This geography-based topic will teach your 
children about Spanish speaking countries 
around the world and immerse them in 
Spanish art and culture. Children are excited 
to learn more about Spain,  
share their prior knowledge  
and show off their  
language skills! 
 

Mr Hindess 
 

Santa’s Grotto 
How lucky are we! Our special guest visitor 
on Wednesday was no other than the jolly-
man himself… Father Christmas! 

 

What a magical moment. Thank you to the 
wonderful PTFA for organising our VIP guest 

Mrs Lamb 

 

 
 

This week our Golden Welly goes to Miss 
Bell’s class.  They have been working well 
as part of a team with their friends in penalty 
shoot-outs, but are also always really keen to 
help set up and put away our resources 
outdoors.   
Thank you Miss Bell’s class! 
 
Ms Gasper 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Take what you want – 
pay as you feel! 

 

We’re sure to see another growth spurt after 
the Christmas festivities! Mrs Davy has an 
abundance of grey uniform items that she is 
preparing for new homes in January. 
On Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday and 
Friday of the first week back, these will 
be set out in the community room with a 
‘take what you want – pay as you feel’ 
approach.  All monies come back to school to 
be spent on playground equipment for the 
children. 
Pop in before or after drop off or pick up.  
We don’t want these pre-loved items going 
into landfill! 
Thanks 
Mrs Lamb 

 
 

Wraparound bookings for January 
closed at midday on Wednesday 17th 
December. Bookings after 12 noon will 
not be accepted and there will be no ad-
hoc bookings in the first week of 
January. Please note school inboxes will 
not be monitored over the Christmas 
holiday. 
 
Thank you 
Mrs Carrick 
 

PRE-LOVED ITEMS 
WE CAN SELL 

 PRE-LOVED ITEMS WE 
CAN NOT SELL 

OFFICIAL SCHOOL 
JUMPERS/HOODIES 

£2.50 NON – OFFICIAL JUMPERS 

OFFICIAL SCHOOL 
CARIGANS 

£2.50 NON – OFFICIAL 
CARIGANS 

OFFICIAL SCHOOL 
POLOS 

£1.50 NON – OFFICIAL POLOS 

GIRLS CHECKED 
DRESSES 

£1.50 GREY BOYS TROUSERS 

GREY PINAFORES £1.50 GREY TAYLORED GIRLS 
TROUSERS 

GREY SKIRTS £0.50 GREY BOYS SHORTS 
GREY GIRLS SOFT 
TROUSERS 

£0.50 DAMAGED OR MARKED 
ITEMS 

SCHOOL BAG (NEW 
STYLE) 

£2.50  

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Well done to Thea and Alanna who have 
both achieved their 1000 metre badges in 
swimming! 

 

 
 
 

Huge well done to Alice for winning the 
Junior singing award at her Razzamatazz 
awards presentation! 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Our activity is not very high this week on 
TTRS, KS2 please keep practising your times 
tables over the holidays to help you with 
your Maths work in the new year. our top 
coin earners this week are Arisa K and Jacob 
A.  

 
It’s been a close race this week in KS1 for top 
of the leader board – well done Mr 
Patterson’s class! Keep practising hard 
over Christmas and look out for any special 
Christmassy robot outfits! 
Our top coin earners this week are:  
 Miss Pope – Hazel T 
 Mr Edwards – Arlo S 
 Miss Tate – Ada W-B 
 Mr Patterson – Finn O-G 
 Mr Hindess and Mrs Armstrong – 

Alice B 
 Mr Guest – Alfie R 
 Miss Bell – Gerard C 

 
Have a wonderful Christmas everyone! 
Miss Pope.           
 

Attendance 
Our whole school attendance to date this 
academic year is 96.7% which is down on 
last year’s 97.2%.  
 

Our classes of the week this week are Year 2 
Mr Patterson with 98.9% and Year 2 
Miss Tate with 97.2!  
 

Well done everyone! 
Mrs Lamb 
 

 

Starting School in September 2026! 

Applying for Places 
Nursery Application forms for places in 
September 2026 

 
Nursery visit dates 
 Tuesday 20th January 4:00pm 
 Wednesday 21st January 4:00pm 
 Thursday 22nd January 9:30am 
 Tuesday 27th January 4:00pm 
 Wednesday 28th January 4:00pm 
 Thursday 29th January 9:30am 

 
Reception Applications for September 
2026 

https://www.newcastle.gov.uk/services/schools
-learning-and-childcare/apply-school-
place/applying-reception-places 
 

 
Middle School Applications for 
September 2026 

Applying for Transfer places | Newcastle City Council 

 

 
 

 

https://www.newcastle.gov.uk/services/schools-learning-and-childcare/apply-school-place/applying-reception-places
https://www.newcastle.gov.uk/services/schools-learning-and-childcare/apply-school-place/applying-reception-places
https://www.newcastle.gov.uk/services/schools-learning-and-childcare/apply-school-place/applying-reception-places
https://www.newcastle.gov.uk/services/schools-learning-and-childcare/apply-school-place/applying-transfer-places


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

With the festive season almost upon us, we 
know it’s not always the most wonderful time 
of the year for everyone.  We know that 
Christmas and New Year can be a challenging 
time for many families for many different 
reasons.  We have pulled together some 
resources on a range of different topics in one 
handy place for you to use or share with 
loved ones. 
 
• The NHS - 999 and 111 services are 

available for emergency and urgent mental 
health matters, while the website also has 
details of care on offer 
 

• If U Care Share - The charity has a range 
of resources on its website, including a 
24/7 confidential Crisis Messenger for 
anyone struggling 

 
• Hub of Hope - A searchable online 

resource which provides suggested services 
for a range of mental health and addiction 
issues based on location 

 
• The Samaritans - The long-running 

charity offers 24/7 support by phone, 
email or its Self-help app 

 
• NHS Support for Domestic Violence and 

Abuse 
 
• NHS Addiction Support  
 

• Struggling at Christmas Get free, safe 
and anonymous support from kooth.com.  
We have a range of flyers from Kooth on 
Loneliness, Loss, Social Anxiety and Family 
Difficulties which we’ll send out on Parent 
Pay. 
 

• EDNE Eating Distress North East (EDNE) 
offers independent confidential services to 
people affected by eating distress across 
the North East  

 
• Free digital mental wellbeing support 

for adults across the UK is also available 
at quell.io 

 
• Education Support offers help with the 

mental health and wellbeing 
of teachers and education staff in schools, 
colleges and universities and can be 
contacted on 08000 562 561 

 
• Cruse Bereavement Care (CRUSE) is a 

national charity committed to promoting 
the well-being of bereaved 
people.  Patients may contact the national 
Helpline seven days a week (various times) 
which is run by trained bereavement 
volunteers who offer emotional support to 
anyone affected by grief, calling free 
on 0808 808 1677.  

 

Wishing you a peaceful and safe Christmas 
from the whole GPFS Family. 
 
Mrs Lamb 
 

https://www.nhs.uk/nhs-services/mental-health-services/
https://www.ifucareshare.co.uk/
https://hubofhope.co.uk/
https://www.samaritans.org/
https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/getting-help-for-domestic-violence/
https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/addiction-support/drug-addiction-getting-help/
https://www.kooth.com/
https://www.edne.org.uk/
https://www.qwell.io/
https://www.educationsupport.org.uk/about/
tel:+448000562561
https://www.newcastlesupportdirectory.org.uk/cruse-bereavement-care-tyneside
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Rainbow Wrapaound 
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